Synopsis: ”The New Country”

Background:

The film which is called ”The New Country” was originally shot as a TV-series (4x58 min) and was shown on Swedish television in March –2000. It was extremely poular and had one of the biggest TV-audience ever in Sweden though it was made in a rather unusual way. The material has been re-edited into a feature film (2h 10min) which is now to be shown at different European Film Festivals and in the swedish cinemas.

Geir Hansteen Jörgensen is the director and the manuscript is written by Peter Birro and Lukas Moodysson. The main characters are played by Michalis Koutsogiannakis (Massoud), Mike Almayehu (Ali) and Lia Boysen (Louise).

The story:

The story is about two refugees, a fifteen year old Somalian boy (Ali) and a forty-year old Iranian man (Massoud) who after two years of waiting for a residence permit escape from the asylum camp. We follow them on the run through Sweden and the film also describes the relationship between the two characters and also their relations with Sweden and with the people they meet there. Even though the refugee topic is relevant in all of Europe, the film is not primarily a political comment, but instead a story about friendship and love.

At an asylum camp in the south of Sweden the two main characters Ali and Massoud meet. Massoud is to be deported from Sweden and escapes in an old car and Ali joins him because he doesn`t want to be left alone. Their journey through Sweden begins and with astonishment they travel through their new country.

The first stop is at a strawberry field where Ali gets a job as a scarecrow. Through a garden hedge Ali sees Louise, an ex ”miss Sweden”, and falls in love with her. Together Ali and Massoud drive Louise to the train station and see her go off. On their way Ali and Massoud meet with a family who hides refugees but after a couple of days they are forced to travel on. In Gothenburg they meet Louise again who recently has been evicted from her apartment and she suggests that they all should drive to her parents who live in the north of Sweden. On the way up there they meet (among others) a young man whose parents own a big luxurious house and who are spending their weekend with the King and Queen of Sweden. Further on Ali, Massoud and Louise meet an elderly couple who seems to be very interested in particularly young black men. 

The reception from Louise`s parents is not what they had expected and instead they end up at a camping site. Massoud decides that he wants to go to Canada where he thinks he can more easily get a residence permit. This creates a conflict between them. However, during the journey Massoud and Louise have fallen in love and Massoud decide to stay in Sweden. Ali who doesn`t any longer think that Sweden is the country of his dreams is given the ticket Canada.

After a sad farewell Ali almost gets caught by the police but is helped out by Massoud. Massoud gets caught instead and is arrested by the police. Ali leaves for Canada and Louise is left alone.

